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I'ffiAT'S  IffiliYS  IN  TIIE  MARKET S^ 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  2,  1948) 

SaN  FRANCISCO,  March  50           Four  vegetables  head  the  list  as  "Best  Buys" 

this  week  -  celery,   spinach,  rutabagas  and  cauliflower » 

Increasing  supplies  and  declining  prices  on  asparagus  and  artichokes 
move  theiTi  into  the  "Good  Buy"  class.     Lettuce  remains  a  "Fairly  Good  Buy". 
Supplies  of  cabbage  have  become  a  little  scarce  and  prices  have  gone  up  - 
cabbage  is  now  only  a  "Fair  Buy",  along  with  peppers » 

Tomatoes  are  still  almost  all  Mexican  and  expensive*     Squash,  potatoes 
and  sweet  potatoes  remain  fairly  high  in  price. 

Onions  continue  to  rise  in  price,  with  no  substantial  decreases  expected 
for  another  month  when  the  new  crop  begins  to  arrive. 

In  fruits,  apples,  especially  Wat  s  onvi lie  Newt  owns ,  and  smaller  sizes  of 
oranges  continue  to  be  "Best  Buys",  with  grapefruit  and  pears  remaining 
"Fair  Buys".    Avocado  prices  have  increased  again. 

Butter  prices  continued  to  advance*     Supplies  wore  mostly  adequate.  92 
score  butter  sold  for  86  cents  on  Monday  as  against  83  cents  a  week  ago. 

Last  week  the  egg  market  responded  to  the  usual  pre-Easter  demand  and 
showed  increased  sales.     Some  prices  worked  a  little  higher.    Demand  after 
Easter  was  larger  than  expected  and  top  grades  held  steady  at  prices  generally 
about  a  cent  higher  than  those  of  a  week  ar^o.    Wholesale  quotations  as  of 
Mondays     Grade  "a"  Large  53-53-J-  cents  per  dozen;  Mediums  51-51-|-  cents;  Smalls 
46-46-|-  cents,  and  Grade  "B"  Large  50-50^  cents  per  dozen. 
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poultry  prices  advanced  1  to  2  cents  last  week  under  a  strong  pre-Easter 
demand,  but  after  Easter  the  demand  fell  off  sharply  and  as  of  early  this 
week,  prices  were  down  2  to  3  cents  on  young  colored  chickens,  1  cent  on 
leghorn  fowl.     Fryers  were  in  good  supply,  roasters  adequate  for  the  slow 
demand  at  present  high  prices. 

Trading  in  meat s  was  a  little  cautious  during  the  v/eek«     Supplies  of 
steer  and  heifer  beef  were  fairly  plentiful,  but  cow  beef  was  in  very  light 
volume.     Spring  lamb  was  more  plentiful;  ev/e  mutton  was  scarce.     Fresh  pork 
cuts  v;ere  in  micre  liberal  supply.    Prices  were  largely  unchanged. 

#  #  #  #  # 
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^■mT«s  mm  ir.  ths  maekbts? 

(USDA  J'ood  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  9,  1948) 
SAl"  EEAiTCISCO,  April  6  — -  Artichokes  have  "been  added  to  the  "Best 
B\:;;ys"  in  vegetables  this  week,  v;3iich  nov;  makes  the  list  total  five.  In 
addition  to  artichokes^  celery,   spinach,  rutabagas,  and  caulif lov/er  are 
vegetable  f^est  Buys". 

Asparajg^us  is  a  ^G-ood  Buy,"  and  lettuce  remains  a  "Fairly  G-ood  Buy." 
A  few  Imperial  Valley  tomatoes  a,re  beginning  to  come  into  the 
market  at  high  prices  -  almost  all  of  the  supply  is  still  Mexican,  There 
is  no  change  in  the  squash  situation,  the  price  remaining  fairly  high„ 
This  is  also  true  for  sv/eet  potato es<»    A  few  nevr  potatoes  at  slightly  lov/er 
prices  (but  still  high)  are  availa.ble.    Old  potp.toes  have  gone  up* 
The  x^rico  of  onions  has  declined  a  little,  but  remains  high* 
In  fruits,  the  "Best  Buys"  are  still  apples  (ifatsonvillo  ITewtovms,) 
and  small  sizes  of  oraiiges<,     G-rapcf ruit  and  pears  are  "Pair  Buj'-s"  this  v;eek» 
Avocados  have  gone  up© 
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TliG  quriitity  of  nc^^.t  .-^.vpIIp.TdIg  incro.-^.sGd,    Boof  supplies  v/cre  nostly 
of  the  Commercial  and  Oood  grades.    Larger  supplies  of  veal  were  ayailable* 
Spring  lamb  was  very  plentiful,  arid  a  larger  volume  of  fresh  pork  cuts  v/as 
offered,    ^Prices  v/ere  largely  unchanged,  except  for  a  dov.nward  trend  evident 
for  pork  and  lambo    A  considera"ble  volume  of  meat  moved  to  the  Los  Angeles 
area,  v/here  strike  conditions  prevailed^  "but  even  so,  there  vras  a  large  week 
end  carrj^-over  of  cooler  supplios,  locally o 

Butter  production  is  lagging  "behind  that  of  a  year  ago  iDy  21^,  although 
supplies  are  increasing  seasonally^    Prices  in  San  J'rancisco  v/ere  dovm  a 
little  from  the  previous  v/eek^  v.dth  92  score  cutter  q_uoted  at  85  cents  per 
po-and  on  Monday  as  against       cents  the  same  day  last  v/eeka 

Demand  for  eggs  continued  to  "be  higher  than  expected  after  the  usual 
increased  sales  during  Easter  week«    Large  purchases  of  shell  end  dried 
eggs  for  the  armed  forces  were  a  factor  in  the  market  generally^  Prices 
vrere  unchenged  from  last  weok^    Miolesale  o^uotations  as  of  Monday:    G-rade  "A" 
Large  53-53|  cents  per  dozen;  Mediums  51-51^  cents;  Smalls  46-461-  cents  and 
G-rade  "B"  Large  50--50;|-  cents  per  dozono 

A  much  lighter  demaiid  for  poultry  ejfter  active  Easter  "business 
resulted  in  lower  prices^     On  dressed  poultry,  prices  to  retailers  declined 
1  cent  on  Leghorns,  Broilers  and  Fowl,  and  2  to  3  cents  on  Colored  Young 
Chickens,    Young  Tom  Turkeys,  however,  advanced  1  cento 
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'IfdkT'S  WmS  IN  THE  l\iARKETS? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  16,  1948) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  April  13    Six  vegetables  head  the  list  this  weok 

as  "Best  Buys"  —  Artichokes,  Celery,  Spinach,  Rutabagas,  Cauliflower, 
and  (new  to  the  "Best  Buy"  group)  Asparagus « 

Prices  on  squash  have  been  dropping,  and  this  vegetable  is  now  a 
"Fair  Buy",  along  with  fresh  peas.     Mushroom  prices  have  also  been  dropping 
and  they  are  a  "Fair  Buy"  this  weeke 

Sv/set  potatoes  have  gone  up  a  little;  so  have  old  potatoes*     Now  potatoes 
have  not  yet  begun  to  arrive  on  the  market  in  volume,  and  the  price  remains 
high» 

The  tomatoes  available  in  the  markets  are  still  all  from  Mexico  at 
high  prices.     Carrot s  are  expensive.    Peppers  have  become  very  scarce  and 
their  price  has  Jumped  up  sharply.     The  price  of  onions  has  leveled  off  - 
but  at  a  very  high  level* 

The  fruit  situation  is  unchanged.    Apples  (particularly  Watsonville 
Newt owns )  and  oranges  (smaller  sizes)  are  "Best  Buys".     Grapefruit  and  pears 
are  "Fair  Buys". 

Supplies  of  meat  continued  in  fairly  liberal  volume.     On  beef,   r.teer  and 
heifer  beef  supplies  were  fully  ample;  cow  beef  and  calf  carcasses  were  in 
light  volume.    Veal  under  85  pounds  was  in  good  supply,  and  fresh  pork  cuts 
and  spring  lamb  supplies  were  adequate  to  meet  all  demands.     Prices  continued 
to  be  about  the  same  as  last  week,  with  the  exception  that  fresh  pork  cut 
prices  were  down  a  little* 
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Butt'Sr  sales  in  San  Francisco  were  sharply  below  those  of  last  year  - 
down  26«5  percent,    ViTiolesale  price  of  92  score  butter  was  85  cents  on 
Monday  -  no  change  from  last  week. 

Demand  for  eggs  was  much  lighter  than  before  Easter,  and  storage 
demand  was  moderate.    '.Vith  California  production  increasing,  some  stocks 
of  snaller  sizes  began  to  build  up«    Wholesale  quotations  on  Monday 
(unchanged  from  last  v;eek)s     Grade  "i-."  Large  53-53^  cents  per  dozen;  ilediums 
51-5lJ  cents;  Sir-alls  46-46|-  cents;  and  for  Grade  "3"  Large  50-50^  centso 

On  poultry,  prices  declined  1  cent  on  dressed  Broilers,  but  increased 
3  cents  cn  Small  Colored  Fryers  and  3  to  4  cents  on  larger  Fryers  and 
Roasters.     Young  Tom  turkeys  advanced  1  cento 
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WHAT*S  NE^i^S  IN  THE  MARKETS? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  April  23,  1948) 

SAN  FRl^NCISCO,  April  20  —  The  "Best  Buys"  in  vegetables  this  week 
continue  to  be:    Artichokes,  Celery,  Spinach,  Rutabagas,  Cauliflower,  and 
^-.sparagus* 

Prices  on  Squash  have  dropped  a  little  as  supplies  have  increased, 
bringing  it  into  the  "Fair  Buy"  classification,  together  with  Lettuce  and 
Mushrooms. 

Tomatoes  on  the  market  show  wide  variety  in  quality.     Good  ones  from 
Mexico  are  high.     Imperial  Valley  Tomatoe s  are  expected  to  begin  to  come  to 
the  markets  within  the  next  week  or  two.    Carrots  remain  expensive,  and 
Peppers  are  still  high  and  going  higher  with  a  considerable  period  yet  to 
come  before  any  substantial  price  drop  can  be  expected.    New  potatoes  are 
declining  a  little  in  price.  Old  Potatoes  remain  about  the  same,  and  Sweet 
potatoes  are  high  and  not  too  good  in  quality,    A  few  Texas  Onions  are  now 
available,  but  Onions  in  general  remain  expensive  and  scarce. 

Apples  (especially  '/Vatsonville  Newt  owns)  and  the  smaller  sizes  of  Orange 
remain  "Best  Buys"  in  fruits.     (Large  size  Oranges  are  going  up»)     "Fair  Buys 
are  Grapefruit  and  Pears.    Fresh  Strawberries  are  now  available  in  small 
quantities  -  at  high  prices.     Strawberry  supplies  may  be  expected  to  increase 
in  the  near  future. 

Meat  continued  to  be  in  good  supply.     Supplies  of  Steer  beef  were  fairly 
plentiful  -  Cow  beef  was  in  very  light  volume.     Supplies  of  Veal  and  Calf 
about  equalled  demand.    Fresh  Lamb  and  Mutton  continued  to  be  very  plentiful. 
The  same  is  true  for  Fresh  Pork  Cuts*    Prices  continued  largely  unchanged^ 
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Butter  sales  in  San  Francisco  were  up  about  10  percent  over  the  previous 
v/eek,  but  still  13  percent  below  sales  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
Butter  production  is  climbing  a  little,  but  is  substantially  below  that  of 
last  year  and  even  more  below  production  during  the  5  year  average  period • 
production  remains  low  because  of  below  normal  milk  flow  and  strong  competitive 
demands  for  the  slowly  increasing  supply  of  butterfat.     92  score  Butter  sold 
at  a  wholesale  T>rice  of  84  cents  on  Mondav*  down  a  cent  from  last  week. 
However,  Butter  prices  are  now  21  to  22  cents  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

For  the  week  ended  April  16,  Egg  sales  were  11  percent  less  than  a  year 
ago,  while  production  is  10  percent  larger.     Surplus  stocks  were  moving  into 
storage.    Prices  continued  unchanged  from  JLast  week.     The  wholesale  quotations 
as  of  Monday  weres     Grade  "A"  Large  63-53;^  cents  per  dozen;  Mediums  51-51^ 
cents?  Smalls  46-46;|-  cents;  and  for  Grade  "B"  Large  50-50;|:  cents. 

Price  advances  v;ere  recorded  on  almost  all  classes  of  Poultry,  live  and 
dressed,  because  of  short  supplies*    On  dressed  poultry,  1  cent  advances  were 
recorded  for  Broilers,  Colored  Fowl^  Old  Roosters,  and  Young  Tom  Turkeys. 
Colored  Fryers  and  Roasters  went  up  2  to  5  cents* 
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(USDA  5'ood  Bulletin  for  the  vreek  ending  April  30,  1948) 


SAH  J'iUl'CISCO,  April  27  Artichokes  in  plentiful  supply  head  the 

list  of  ^Gst  Bu^'s"^  this  week,  v;ith  Broccoli^  Caulif lovTcr,  CgIct^j 
Hhu'Dar'b,  rnd  S'oinach  running  close  seconds^ 

AsT3r.rai::.-us  is  selling  a  little  higher  this  v/eek  hut  is  still  a  ^iFr.ir 
Buy,  ^  along  ^vdth  Cabhage_,  Lettuce Mushroons^  fnd  Squashy 

There  are  some  Snap  Beans  in  the  narket,  "but  they're  high  pricedg 
Carrots.  Onions^  Pco-pers.  and  Tonatoes  all  remain  in  the  highr-priced  group-* 
Key;  Potatoes  are  soiling  sliglitly  helow  last  v/eek  hut  arc  still  classed 

iniere-s  not  iiuch  chpXige  in  fruits.    A^o'clcs  (especially  Watscnville 
ITewtovffi-s)  rnd  Snail  Or  angles  are  the  "Best  Buyso*'" 

Tagged  as  '^air  Burrs''  are  Pears  and  G-ra^ef ruitp 

?resh  Strav/hcrries  are  selling  a  shade  lov;er  this  v/eok  as  supplies 
heconG  heaviero 

MORS 


Meat  supplies  this  past  ueek  have  "been  fa-irly  aiiple  ajid  ha,ve  sold  at 
slightly  higlier  prices  per  hundredueiglit  on  the.  San  Frarxcisco  v/holesale  market. 
Beef  supplies  have  "been  largely  Good  gra.de  steer  arxd  heifer  carcass es«,  On 
v;holesale  cuts,  prices  have  gone  up  $loOO  to  $2o00  on  most  itemso  Densnd 
has  heen  vevy  active  for  only  moderate  supplies  of  Veal  and  Calf,  After 
mid-v;eek,  coolers  v/ere  unable  to  keep  pace  vdth  the  vqtv  "brocad  demand  for 
Ijanh  supplies  of  mostly  Good  and  Choice  grades,j    Prices  v/ent  up  $3oC0  early 
in  the  v/eek©    Pairly  lilDeral  supplies  of  ?resh  Pork  cuts  have  heen  in 
somewhat  greater  der:and.    Prices  ha.ve  gone  up  $2o00  to  $3oC0  on  Fresh  Earns, 
Smoked  Skinned  Eajns,  and  on  one-poui. '.  .  cartons  of  Lard, 

Bn.tter  prices  are  dovm.  another  cent  this  i-zeek  a,s  the  result  of  lov/er 
prices  in  central  v:estern  markets  ajid  only  a  m^oderate  loca.l  deriand. 
Grade  A(92  Score)  is  cuoted  wholesale  p.t  83  cencs  per  pound;  Grade  B 
(90  Score)  at  82  centse    Por  the  week  ended  April  22,  production  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  area  was  4  percent  ahcve  the  previous  week,  hut  still  16  percent  less 
than  a  yeaj?  agOo 

Xarge  ^ggs  are  up  l-cent  this  week,  with  Gra.do  "a'^  La.rge  cuoted  at 
54-54J  cents  per  dozen  on  the  wholesa.le  market,  and  Grade         Large  at 
51-51-|-  cents.     Grade  "A"  Kediuns  are  unchaaigcd  at  50-51J  cents  per  dczon^ 
as  are  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at  45-46^  cents.    As  production  continues  to 
increase,  more  eggs  a.re  going  into  storage  a.t  countrj.^  points* 

On  the  Poultr:,^  Markot  the  ga^p  in  prices  "between  Le^orn  pjid  Colored 
Chickens    is  getting  smaller^    Lcr::horn  3:^oilers  pjid  a.ll  sizes  of  Loi^hom 
Powl  (in  lighter  supply)  are  up  1— cent  per  pound  on  "both  live  and  dressed 
v/eights,  v/hile  all  colored  chickens  —  except  fovjl  —  a.re  selling  at  prices 
ranging  2  to  4  cents  per  pound  lower.    Dressed  Scuafos  a.re  also  selling  10 
cents  per  pound  lov/er « 
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